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OBITUARYRobert B. Rutherford
29 July 1931e22 November 2013On 22 November 2013 vascular surgery lost one of the
uniquely great men in our specialty e an exemplary leader,
a superstar, a virtuous and decent man.
Bob Rutherford, for more than three decades, was argu-
ably the best known and most respected vascular surgeon in
the world. His textbook, VASCULAR SURGERY, has been “the
textbook” and remains the premier source of information in
the ﬁeld since it ﬁrst appeared in 1976. Since then, Ruth-
erford’s text gained in authority and respect as it went
through its subsequent eight editions, just as vascular surgery
grew and morphed into the deﬁned specialty it is today.
Bob was born in Edmonton, Canada. He grew up in many
places e Vancouver, Toronto, Australia and Manhattan. He
received his BA and MD degrees from Johns Hopkins
University. After an internship at Johns Hopkins Hospital,
he received the rest of his surgical training at the University
of Colorado with a year out for clinical research in Sweden
under a Fulbright Scholarship. After that, his time in military
service was spent doing research at the Walter Reed Army
Institute. He then joined the faculty at Johns Hopkins,
mingling for ﬁve years with some of the greats in American
surgery (Blalock, Bahnson and Zuidema). In 1970 he returned
to the University of Colorado where he became the face of
vascular surgery in that institution and a clinical, educational
and research leader in our specialty.
In keeping with the growth of vascular surgery as a
specialty, Bob Rutherford grew in stature as its most
prominent expert and advocate. In 1985 he founded the
critically important Committee on Reporting Standards of
the Society for Vascular Surgery (SVS), and as Chairman of
this Committee, he led its activities over the next 12 years,
thereby placing vascular surgery on a more sound and
reliable scientiﬁc basis than most other specialties.
In 1986, Bob was elected President of the Western
Vascular Society, a regional society he helped to found.
From 1991 to 1994, he was Chairman of the Vascular Sur-
gery Committee of the American Board of Surgery, having
already served as a Director of that esteemed organization.1078-5884/$ e see front matter
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ejvs.2013.12.016In 1995e6 he was honored with the Presidency of the
American Association for Vascular Surgery, which subse-
quently became the SVS.
Throughout the late 1990s and early 2000s, Bob Ruth-
erford’s stature and importance as a national and world-
wide leader in vascular surgery was enhanced by his
selection as co-Editor of the Journal of Vascular Surgery. It
was during his tenure as co-editor, from 1996 to 2003, that
the Journal enjoyed a remarkable period of growth as it
entered the electronic age and vascular surgery grew in
breadth and importance. Bob’s guidance and leadership
allowed the Journal to grow and mature, while preserving
its quality and scientiﬁc integrity.
In 1997 he was appointed co-Chair of the Trans-Atlantic
Societal Consensus (TASC) on Peripheral Arterial Occlusive
Disease and he led this important group for ﬁve years. Bob
was also the founding Editor-in-Chief of SEMINARS IN
VASCULAR SURGERY, a quarterly clinical publication which
he guided to excellence and inﬂuence over a period of
twenty years. He has edited several other textbooks
including an important Atlas of Vascular Surgical Tech-
niques, and he published over 400 articles.
In 1996, Bob received an Honorary Fellowship from the
Royal College of Surgeons and he delivered the prestigious
Lister Lecture in Glasgow, Scotland. In 2005, Bob received
the singular honor of the SVS Lifetime Achievement Award
and, in 2006, he received the Julius H. Jacobson II Physician
Excellence Award from the Vascular Disease Foundation for
his exceptional leadership and contributions to vascular
disease education and management.
Clearly all these accomplishments qualify Bob Rutherford
as being one of the great men in vascular surgery. However
Bob had other attributes that made him even more
impressive. He was a star team athlete in school. After
completing his education, he remained an avid sportsman
and outdoors person, with expertise in skiing, tennis, wind
surﬁng, biking and, in his later years, golf.
Bob was also a genuinely caring and fair minded individual
who was beloved by all he came into contact with, both
personally and professionally. His wife, Kay, sharedmany of his
athletic and other interests, including the rearing of ﬁve suc-
cessful children and many grandchildren. He was clearly the
patriarchof the family andhe loved to spend timewith themat
his homes in Maine and later in Padre Island, Texas.
He will be sorely missed by everyone who knew him.
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